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complete the business of the convention by the
nomination of a gold man for Governor and a
silver man for Lieutenant Gf-overnor. There
was much 'dissatisfaction with the conduct of
the convention because of the presence and
prominence of Federal office-holders. This dis-
satisfaction added to the growing strength of
the silver faction in the State: it helped to give
the control of the convention of 1896 to the free
silver Democrats. The union of the silver
forces behind Bryan in 1896 was brought one
step nearer.299

As the campaign of 1896 approached Weaver
became more and more earnest in his advocacy
of a union of reform forces. He felt sure that
neither the Republican nor the Democratic
party could hope to poll a united vote for their
tickets in 1896. Millions of free silver Repub-
licans would bolt a gold standard ticket, while
about one-half of the Democrats favored free
silver at sixteen to one, the abolition of national
banks, and the issue of legal tender paper cur-
rency by the government. The other half were
devoted to "the gold standard and the British
system of finance". These parties were hope-
lessly divided and would eventually disappear,
making possible the formation of new parties.
"Just how the union of the reform element is
to be effected is a little difficult to forecast. I
think, however, that the ticket will be the point